
  



 
 
CIMS RSD 15 VS. RSD 14: 
 

Vinyl:	  	  +12.7%	  
CD:	  	  -‐17.2%	  
*provided by StreetPulse 

 
CIMS RSD TOP 5 CHARTS: 
 

CIMS	  Top	  5	  Albums	  	  
*provided by BuzzAngle 

	  
Title	   Artist	   Label	   Configuration	  

1	   Get	  Behind	  Me	  Satan	   The	  White	  Stripes	  
Third	  Man	  
Records	   Vinyl	  

2	   No	  Life	  Til	  Leather	   Metallica	   Blackened	   Cassette	  
3	   Bust	  No	  Moves	  (EP-‐RSD	  Release)	   Run	  The	  Jewels	   Mass	  Appeal	   Vinyl	  
4	   Alex	  Chilton	   The	  Replacements	   Rhino	   Vinyl	  
5	   Untethered	  Moon	   Built	  to	  Spill	   Warner	  Bros.	   Vinyl	  

	  

	  
	  

	   	   	  CIMS	  Top	  5	  Singles:	  
	   	   	  

	  
Title	   Artist	   Label	   Configuration	  

1	   I	  Love	  You,	  Honeybear	   Father	  John	  Misty	   Sub	  Pop	   Vinyl	  
2	   Touch	  Me	  I'm	  Dick	   Citizen	  Dick	   Legacy	   Vinyl	  
3	   Meet	  Me	  In	  The	  city	   The	  Black	  Keys	   Fat	  Possum	   Vinyl	  
4	   Believe	   Mumford	  &	  Sons	   Glassnote	   Vinyl	  
5	   Sheena's	  A	  Punk	  Rocker	   Ramones	  &	  Husker	  Du	   Rhino	   Vinyl	  

	  

	  
	  

	   	   	  CIMS	  Top	  5	  CD	  Albums:	  
	   	  

	  
Title	   Artist	   Label	   Configuration	  

1	   Bl_ck	  B_st_rds	   K.M.D.	   Metal	  Face	   CD	  

2	   CRB	  RSD	  15	  
The	  Chris	  Robinson	  
Brotherhood	   Silver	  Arrow	   CD	  

3	   Charlie	  Feathers	   Charle	   Warner	  Bros.	   CD	  
4	   Mesmerise	   Temples	   Fat	  Possum	   CD	  

5	  
Sometimes	  I	  Sit	  and	  Think,	  And	  
Sometimes…	   Courtney	  Barnett	   Mom	  &	  Pop	   CD	  

 



BREAKDOWN BY CIMS STORE:  

CIMS Store  

Up/Down 
Overall for 

RSD 15 

Up/Down Overall 
for RSD 15 How Much Are you 

Up/Down in CDs? 
How Much Are You 
Up/Down in Vinyl? 

 

vs RSD 14 
Based on 

Units? 

vs RSD 14 based 
on Sales Dollars? 

  Cheap Thrills 
Records +33% +11% 

+39% in Units and 
+14% in $$ 

-9% in units and + 13% in 
$$ 

Darkside 
Records +15.9% +18.6% 

+75.6% (based on 
sales dollars) 

+17.9% (based on sales 
dollars) 

dearborn music 50% 40% no change 
we are 48% of all sales 

compared to last year sales. 
Easy Street 
Records +32% +31% -19% units +44% units 

Electric Fetus + 4 units + 6% 
down 18% units, 
down 11% sales up 14% units, up 14% sales 

Fingerprints +1% + 9% -22% units / -18% $ + 9%  $ 
homers n/a 6.50% n/a 13.50% 
Indy CD & Vinyl -5 -20     
Lakeshore 
Records 20% up $2,200     
Looney Tunes 
West Babylon 

up 17% on units 
sold  up 12%  

just about even on 
cds - not that many up 15%  

Lou's Records no unit info +20.1% no info no info 
Music 
Millennium NA 7.5 down down 15%  7% down 
Oz Music +20 +25 -18 +39 
park ave cds +5 +5     
Plan 9 Music up 15% up 12% down 19% up in $- 18% 
Pure Pop -6 +30 units -50/dollars-60 units +7/dollars+33 

Record Archive 32% 16% flat 
19% up in dollars , 8% up in 

units 
Record Theatre +20% +27% NA NA 
Rhino/Mad 
Platter + 5% 

Even w/ last yrs 
totals Down 10% even 

Rockin Rudys +50 units +516.16 +521.00 +100.00 
salzer's records -7 +16 -6.2 +26 
Schoolkids 
Records 

up 25% overall 
b/w two stores 25% 

marginal not even 
worth looking into 25% 

Skip's Records ?? 17% ?? 34% 
Streetlight 
Records, San 
Jose not sure yet 32% n/a n/a 
Streetlight 
Records, Santa 
Cruz  don't know yet  2% n/a n/a 
Strictly Discs +1 +1 0 +1 
T-Bones 
Records & Cafe +30% +40% n/a n/a 
The Long Ear +45% + 48% no data no data 
The Record 
Exchange +29% +21% +4.5% (units) +35% (units) 
Tunes +27% +16% Even (units) +30% (units) 
Twist and Shout 25%+ 35%+ N/A 40%+ 
Vinyl 
Renaissance 15%   15% Units 15% Units 
Waterloo 
Records & Video +8.89% +12.73% +22.48% +20.17% 



 
        TOP SELLERS: 
 

 

CIMS Store Top 5 Sellers - Singles Top 5 Sellers - Albums 

Cheap Thrills 
Records 

Chris Robinson Brotherhood, 
Blackberry Smoke, Gregg Allman 

Metallica Cassette, Johnny Cash, White Stripes, Social 
Distortion, Gov't Mule 

Darkside 
Records 

Elvis Presley, Mystery Artist Side By 
Side, Front Bottoms/GDP, A-Ha, 
Slayer, Black Keys/Junior 
Kimbrough 

White Stripes, Gov't Mule, Hedwig & The Angry Inch, 
Clutch, The Swans 

dearborn music 
bowie, mumford, barrett, mystery, 
johnston/death cab white stripes, metallica, stooges, presley, garbage 

Easy Street 
Records 

1.Citizen Dick 2.Father John Misty 
3.Mystery Side By Side 4.David 
Bowie "Side By Side" 5.Ryan 
Adams 

1.Run The Jewels 2.White Stripes 3.Stooges 4.Social D 
5.Black Star 

Electric Fetus 

1. Mumford & Sons 2. Mystery 
(Husker Du/Ramones) 3. Syd 
Barrett 4. Bowie - Side by Side 5. 
Bowie - Changes 

1. Replacements - Alex Chilton 2. Elvis Presley - My 
Happiness 3. Sufjan Stevens - Carrie & Lowell 4. Slim 
Dunlap - Old New Me 5. Father John Misty 

Fingerprints 

MUMFORD & SONS - BELIEVE  
CITIZEN DICK - TOUCH ME I'M 
DICK BOWIE,DAVID – CHANGES 
INTERPOL - EVERYTHING IS 
WRONG  ADAMS,RYAN - COME 
PICK ME UP / WHEN TH  

METALLICA - NO LIFE TIL LEATHER WHITE 
STRIPES - GET BEHIND ME SATAN RUN THE 
JEWELS - RUN THE JEWELS DARJEELING LIMITED 
/ O.S. - DARJEELING LIMITED / O.S.  
REPLACEMENTS - ALEX CHILTON  

homers 

Slayer Aha Citizen Dick Black 
Keys/Junior Kimbrough Mumford & 
Sons Ryan Adams 

White Stripes Run the Jewels 21 Pilots Vampire 
Weekend Johnny Cash 

Lakeshore 
Records 

 
Phish, White Stripes, Neko Case, David Bowie 

Looney Tunes 
West Babylon 

Mumford and Sons and all the spit 
45s did amazing social distortion, Phish, Grateful Dead, u2, foo fighters 

Lou's Records 

1) Syd Barrett "Side by Side" 2) Jimi 
Hendrix "Purple Haze" 3) Bowie 
"Changes" pic 4) Bowie "Side by 
Side 5) Mystery Artist "Side by Side" 

1) White Stripes "Get Behind" 2) Off! "Live from the 
BBC" 3) Elvis Presley 10" 4) Run the Jewels 5) Stooges 
"Have Some Fun" 

Music Millennium 

Father John Misty, Mystery Artist, 
Bowie/Gerlaine, Citizen Dick, 
Grandmaster Flash/Stiff Little 
Fingers 

Run The Jewels, Neko Case, Decemberists, Built To 
Spill, White Stripes 

Oz Music 

St Paul, Father John Misty, Mystery 
Side by Side, Mumford and Sons, 
Twenty One Pilots 

White Stripes, Jerry Garcia, Johnny Cash, Dogfish 
Music, Gov't Mule, Phish 

park ave cds 

1-run the jewels, 2-21 pilots, 3-
mumford, 4-black keys, 5-father 
john misty, 6-j dills-fuck the police 

1-white stripes, 2-metallica, 3-st/darjeeling limited, 4-
decemberists, 5-frank sinatra 

Plan 9 Music 

Father John Misty, Ryan Adams, 
Black Keys. Twin Peaks, Elvis 
Presley, 

Foo FighteMetallica, White Stripes, Djarleerling Limited, 
Hold Steady, Ride 0X4,  

Pure Pop 
Black Star/JDilla/Front Bottoms/Real 
Friends/Black Keys 

Phish,Brand New,White Stripes,Jerry Garcia,Built to 
Spill 

Record Archive 
Black Keys, Mystery Artists, Slayer, 
Citizen Dick, Syd Barrett/REM 

White Stripes, Run the Jewels, Otis Redding, Gov't  
Mule,Sun Records, Grateful Dead 

Record Theatre i don't know i don't know 
Rhino/Mad 
Platter 

Zappa, Kinks, Slayer, Bowie, 
Interpol 

White Stripes, Social D, Doors, Run The Jewels + 
Metallica tape  

Rockin Rudys Father John Misty White Stripes 



 
STORE RECORDS / LINES: 
 

CIMS Store Store Records Store Lines (started at / how many people) 

Cheap Thrills 
Records No 7:30 am. Estimated 25 people in line 
Darkside 
Records Biggest Sales Day Ever 1:30am, 200 in line before opening 

dearborn music 
largest crowed, best sales date in 
55 years 

line started friday @ 9:00pm with 5 people we left at 
11:00pm with 15 people in line at 6:30am some 50 people 
at 8:30 when we open 250/300. 

Easy Street 
Records Overall Sales $$$ 9:30pm / 400 people 

Electric Fetus 
Top sales day in our almost 47 
year history 

First people in line at 5:30 pm Friday, April 17th, down the 
block by 2:30 am. Wrapped around the building by 5am. 
700+ people in line. 

Fingerprints +9% over best day ever 8:00pm Friday night. ~400 in line at 6:00am 
homers biggest day ever 2:45am 

Indy CD & Vinyl Attendace was record setting! 
3am, unsure of count but it was over a full city block long. 
The line remained until 3:30pm. 

Lakeshore 
Records 

 
5AM 

salzer's records 
elvis, mystery artist, j. dilla, syd 
barrett split, mumford & sons 

raplacements, white stripes, social distortion, U2, run 
the jewels 

 
Schoolkids 
Records 

 
Ryan Adams, REM split, mystery 
split, 

 
Brand New, White Stripes, Grateful Dead, Garcia,   

Streetlight 
Records, San 
Jose 

1. Bowie--Changes 2. Run The 
Jewels 3. Father John Misty 4. 
Bowie/Verlaine 5. Grandmaster 
Flash--side by side 

Metallica cassette was top seller, but... 1. White Stripes 
2. Social Distortion 3. Darjeeling Limited 4. 
Replacements ep 5. Doors  

Streetlight 
Records, Santa 
Cruz  

1. Bowie--Changes 2. Run The 
Jewels 3. Father John Misty 4. 
Bowie/Verlaine 5. Grandmaster 
Flash--side by side 

Metallica cassette was top seller, but... 1. White Stripes 
2. Social Distortion 3. Darjeeling Limited 4. 
Replacements ep 5. Doors  

Strictly Discs 
Ryan Adams, Citizen Dick, Syd 
Barrett/REM White Stripes, Darjeeling Limited Soundtrack, Phish 

T-Bones Records 
& Cafe 

St. Paul & The Broken Bones-Sing 
A Simple Song, David Bowie-
Changes, Air-Playground 
Love,Lucero-Boom Boom Boom, 
Mystery Side By Side 

White Stripes-Get Behind Me Satan, Run The Jewels-
RSD EP, Twenty One Pilots-The LC LP, Foo Fighters-
Songs From The Laundry Room, Garcia-Garcia 

The Long Ear 

St Paul & The Broken 
Bones,Slayer,Reverend Horton 
Heat, Black Keys & Junior 
Kimbrough,Citizen Dick 

Built To Spill, Stone Sour, Tegan & Sara,White Stripes, 
Mastodon 

The Record 
Exchange 

Run the Jewels, Elvis Presley, 
Father John Misty, Mumford and 
Sons, Violent Femmes 

Built to Spill, White Stripes, Metallica, Darjeeling 
Limited, Blitzen Trapper 

Twist and Shout 22%+ 
KBCO STUDIO C, OPENAIR LIVE AT THE UMS, 
PHISH, JERRY GARCIA , WHITE STRIPES  

Vinyl 
Renaissance 

Elvis Presley - My Happiness, A$AP 
Rocky - LPFJ2, Ryan Adams - 
Come Pick Me Up, Syd 
Barrett/R.E.M., Jimi Hendrix - Purple 
Haze 

Built To Spill - Untethered Moon, Johnny Cash - 
Konzert V Praze, Darjeeling Ltd Soundtrack, White 
Stripes - Get Behind Me Satan, Blitzen Trapper - 
Harvest 

Waterloo 
Records & Video 

1. Father John Misty 70 SO  2. 
Mumfior and Sons 36  3. David 
Bowie 35 SO  4. Junior Brown 30 
SO  5. Citizen Dick 28 . 

1. White Stripes 199 SO  2. Grizzley Bear 47  3. Built to 
Spill 39  4. Willie Nelson 30 SO  4. Brand New 30 SO  
4. Doors 30 SO  4. Courtney Barnett 30 SO.  



Looney Tunes  best day ever!!  5pm the night before 
Lou's Records No 12:30 am. At Store Opening 100 in line. 
Music Millennium NO 300 
Oz Music Yes, sales! 1:37 pm on Friday 

park ave cds 
Single biggest day almost 31 
years at the shop.  8 am on April 17th and about 400 by the time we opened.  

Plan 9 Music Best Record Store Day sales 2am, 150 
Pure Pop Longest Line out the door 6am-10 

Record Archive 

crowd formed by 8:30= 300+ 
peeps, sold a ton of Dogfish 
Head Beer, bissgest single day 
sales volume in 40 yr history 4 am 

Record Theatre 
Probably the best day of sales in 
the past 20 years I don't know, but probably 6:00 AM 

Rhino/Mad 
Platter 

Mad Platter store, biggest sales 
day ever lines started at midnight, 350 + at Rhino 

Rockin Rudys best RSD 8 
salzer's records no Line started at 4am with 165 people in line  open 

Schoolkids 
Records 

yes best sales day ever in 41 
years 

Raleigh at 4pm, 50 in line by 2am, 200 in line when we 
opened at 8am. Durham at 11pm, 5  slept overnight and 
60 in line at 8am when we opened 

Skip's Records no 6pm the day before 
Streetlight 
Records, San 
Jose 

Yes--biggest day ever in our 
history! By a longshot.  Line started at 8pm night before  

Streetlight 
Records, Santa 
Cruz  no broken records :( 3:00 am 
Strictly Discs no 4:45PM Friday 
T-Bones Records 
& Cafe Biggest Day in our history. 10pm the night before 
The Long Ear RSD 2014 4:55 A.M. 

The Record 
Exchange 

Yes, top sales day in the store's 
history, longest line for RSD 
before opening (250), highest 
attendance for an in-store (450) 4am, 250 people before we opened 

Tunes 

Yes.  Best Single Store Sales 
Day (Hoboken) as well as Best 
combined day of sales (6 
stores)., as well  Before 6:00 am 

Twist and Shout 
Yes, biggest RSD/ and biggest 
DAY EVER! 2pm Friday 4/17, 500+ 

Vinyl 
Renaissance 

 
7am / 50 

Waterloo 
Records & Video 

Best sales day in Waterloo's 33 
yr history 

First guy at 5PM Fri. 325 folks in line at 8am opening, and 
~500 came through before we 'busted" the outside line at 
9:30AM 

  



RSD TITLE SELL THROUGH: 
 

CIMS Store RSD titles stocked / 
RSD titles sold thru Big Disappointments Surprise Successes 

Cheap Thrills 
Records 

approx 150, sold 
through approx 90 

Foo Fighters because we could not 
get enough of them. Robert Earl Keen 

Darkside Records 

Brought in 397 titles, 
sold through 170 
titles 

Grateful Dead, Jerry Garcia, The 
Stooges, John Butler, Deep Purple 

Polaris, Every Time I Die, 
Eyedea & Abilities, Bob 
Dylan Basement Tapes, It's 
Kind Of Like Spitting, 
Weekend Nachos 

dearborn music we brought in about 95% of titles in we are sitting about 25 
Easy Street 
Records 

380 titles / sold thru 
80% or so Temples, Clutch, Typhoon, Okkervil River, Gwar, Fury OST 

Electric Fetus 
320 brought in; 77% 
sell through 

Grateful Dead box; Flaming Lips 
10"s, Jerry Garcia, 101ers 

Brand New, White Stripes 
(not really a surprise), NWA, 
Metallica cassettes 

Fingerprints 

Too hard to figure, 
we only have a 
couple of titles I'm a 
little worried about 

Mighty Mighty Bosstones, Swans, 
Midlake Elvis, Otis, Bee Gees 

homers 
over 450 titles, sell 
through so far is 55% 

Doors Wrestling album Grateful Dead Phish All Flaming Lips 
Hawkwind Gods Rainbow Folly Florence & the Machine Jerry Garcia 
Tim Kasher Rocky Horror Side by side singles Billie Armstrong Kinks 

Indy CD & Vinyl 

We brought in 98% of 
all titles, totaling 2500 
pcs, we sold through 
about 80% 

Temples, ORC box set, 
Springsteens, BANKS, NWA 
cassette 

Sly Stone LP, Johnny Cash 
live LP, KMD box set, not a 
surprise seller but surprised 
we only got 3 Brand New 
LPsLPs 

Looney Tunes 
West Babylon 

about 300 - sold 
threw about 60% springsteen sucked!! ALL OF THEM! 

Foo Fighters did event 
better then we thought! 

Lou's Records 
A ton.  Most.  About 
80% sell through. 

Ramones record player. Gov't Mule. 
Joan Jett. Temples. 

Under ordered on 21 pilots. 
Against me 7". Steve Reich 
Lp. 

Music Millennium over 500 Grateful Dead, Tempest NA 

Oz Music 

1213 total units, 58% 
sell through on 
Saturday Wrestling Album The Elvis 78! 

park ave cds 
400+ different 
titles/about 2/3 phish, dead, crosley,willie nelson, temples 

Plan 9 Music 
420 titles, 75% sell 
through 

Our biggest disappointments were 
titles we got shorted on.  Otherwise: 
Garbage, Florence & Machine, 
Replacements,  

Dylan Basement Tapes, 
Side by Side singles, 21 
Pilots, Dresden Dolls 

Pure Pop 
sell thru 60% 
units/70% dollars Florence&Machine/Springsteen 

Legos sdtk/21 
pilots/Whiplash sdtk 

Record Archive 
hundreds approx 
85% sell through springsteen window, nwa 

21 pilots, soundtracks all 
sold 

Record Theatre 

guessing - we sold 
through 80% and 
brought in 95% of the 
titles 

Was disappointed that our Foo 
Fighters shipment was lost & never 
received it... Also the Elvis Presley 
fiasco... No alarms and no surprises 

Rhino/Mad Platter 
450 titles, sold 
through 375 

Foo Fighters, seriously cut order & 
lots of disappointed fans Goldfrapp, Kinks 7" 

Rockin Rudys 
 

walking dead wwf 

salzer's records 300+ ramone's crosley  record player 
no surprises. top sellers 
were as expected. 

Schoolkids 
Records 75% 

Guided by Voices, Swans, Dead, 
Garcia, Phish Govt Mule, Mark Koz,  

Skip's Records ?? SPRINGSTEEN none 
    



Streetlight 
Records, San 
Jose 

350 McCartney LP (not the surprise one) 
and Dylan--Basement Tapes  

No big surprise hits. The 
things we thought would sell 
well definitely did! 

Streetlight 
Records, Santa 
Cruz  

325 titles, 75% sell-
thru (on pieces, not 
titles)  

McCartney LP (not the surprise one) 
and Dylan--Basement Tapes  

No surprises on the 
successes 

Strictly Discs 75% Grateful Dead, NWA, No. 2 Metallica cassette, Garcia,  

T-Bones Records 
& Cafe 400+/160 

Shooter Jennings, Cypress Hill, 
windowed Bruce Springsteen, new 
Built To Spill, all Rough Guides (but 
those sell through OK), George Ezra  

Swans, Polaris, Sun 
Records Curated, Trojan 
Rude Boy 

The Long Ear 66 % Phish/Dead Box sets Citizen Dick 

The Record 
Exchange 

We brought in 
approximately 425 
and sold through 
about 120 

Flaming Lips, Grateful Dead, Phish, 
Mumford and Sons, Black 
Keys/Junior Kimbrough, Gram 
Parsons/Lemonheads and the 
Animals 

J Dilla, Black Star, Brand 
New, Twenty-One Pilots, 
Hedwig 

Tunes 335 Grateful Dead box, WEA split 7"s 
Records shaped like states.  
Front Bottoms/GDP split.   

Twist and Shout 
ALL/ sold through 
75% Flaming Lips, Bob Dylan single RUN THE JEWELS  

Vinyl Renaissance 237 / 75% All Flaming Lips titles! Darjeeling Ltd. Soundtrack 

Waterloo Records 
& Video 

~550 official, 
unofficial and RSD 
first titles. Sold 
through 167 titles on 
RSD 

These are mild disappointments, not 
big disappointments --.Ramones 
Crosley cruisers,  Springsteen "first" 
titles, except for Nebraska, 101ers, 
Black Keys, Flag of democracy, 
Flaming Lips, Jerthro Tull, Temples 

Everything that we got 
allocated on. 

 
 
LINKS TO VIDEO/ PRESS / EXTRA PICS: 
 
Darkside Records www.facebook.com/darksiderecordspk 

 
dearborn music https://www.facebook.com/Dearbornmusic/photos/a.10152915175068892.1073741833.11181

3838891/10152915175663892/?type=1&theater 
 

Easy Street 
Records 

Rolling Stone http://www.rollingstone.com/music/videos/watch-eddie-vedder-rock-out-with-the-
sonics-at-seattle-record-shop-20150419 Pitchfork http://pitchfork.com/news/59338-eddie-
vedder-performs-with-the-sonics-at-seattle-record-store/  Stereogum 
http://www.stereogum.com/1795459/watch-eddie-vedder-join-the-sonics-at-record-store-day-
show-in-seattle/video/  Seattle Times http://www.seattletimes.com/entertainment/music/eddie-
vedder-and-seattle-rock-royals-join-the-sonics-for-historic-concert-at-easy-street/ Jambands 
http://www.jambands.com/news/2015/04/19/eddie-vedder-makes-surprise-appearance-at-the-
sonics-show West Seattle Blog http://westseattleblog.com/2015/04/video-the-sonics-rock-
record-store-day-to-its-final-moments-easy-street/ NME http://www.nme.com/news/eddie-
vedder/84728 NY Daily News http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/music/eddie-vedder-
jams-sonics-seattle-record-store-article-1.2191522 KEXP 
http://blog.kexp.org/2015/04/20/photos-the-sonics-at-easy-street-records/ 
  Music Times http://www.musictimes.com/articles/36235/20150420/pearl-jam-eddie-vedder-
performs-sonics-seattle-easy-street-record-store-day-watch.htm Seattle Sun Times 
http://seattle.suntimes.com/sea-entertainment/7/79/110588/eddie-vedder-sonics-seattle-
record-shop  Northwest Music Scene http://www.northwestmusicscene.com/2015/04/vedder-
mccready-ballew-jason-kertson-and-more-join-the-sonics-at-easy-street-records/ 
  Alternative Nation http://www.alternativenation.net/watch-eddie-vedder-perform-with-the-
sonics/ Elmore Magazine http://www.elmoremagazine.com/2015/04/music-news/eddie-
vedder-performs-with-the-sonics-for-record-store-day  Sopitas (Mexico) 
http://www.sopitas.com/site/470741-ve-a-eddie-vedder-y-the-sonics-interpretando-leaving-
here/ 
  
 



 
Electric Fetus https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152966720367732.1073741857.22590137731

&type=1 
 

Fingerprints Joseph Arthur music video, conceived, shot, and edited after his RSD in-store.  
 

homers https://www.facebook.com/HomersMusic 
 

Indy CD & Vinyl https://www.facebook.com/indycdandvinyl/photos_stream 
 

Looney Tunes 
West Babylon 

VIDEO HERE - http://www.fios1news.com/longisland/National-Record-Store-Day-rare-vinyl-
Looney-Tunes#.VTgWYEZbvq0 
IMAGES HERE - 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1161568130535774.1073741879.136645986361
332&type=3 
 

Plan 9 Music https://www.facebook.com/Plan9music/posts/10153239495494819 
,  

Pure Pop https://instagram.com/p/1n_GvpF_8f/?taken-by=purepopvt 
 

Record Theatre https://twitter.com/record_theatre 
 

Streetlight 
Records, San 
Jose 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5G9Kfw84_3E&feature=youtu.be 
  
https://www.facebook.com/streetlightrecords 
 

Streetlight 
Records, Santa 
Cruz  https://www.facebook.com/StreetlightSC 

 
The Long Ear https://www.facebook.com/thelongear 

 
The Record 
Exchange 

https://www.facebook.com/recordexchange/photos_stream?ref=page_internal 
 

 
Twist and Shout 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1ehWSkikUo; 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUh72-HwLfA; 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153164892906544.1073741864.11797248654
3&type=3  
 

Waterloo Records 
& Video 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/17039022648/in/set-72157632684782701  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/17200845836/in/set-72157632684782701  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/16604344404/in/set-72157632684782701  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/16606587413/in/set-72157632684782701  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/17225283832/  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/17040820039/  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/16604555474/ 
 

 
 
CIMS RSD FLICKR: 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cimspics/sets/72157652063974166/	  
	   	  



STORE STORIES/ COMMENTARY/ OPINIONS:  
 

Hello All - RSD lines started Friday the 17th at 5:30. The guy came at 
midnight 2 years ago and was 2nd in line. Last year he came at 
midnight and was 30th in line.  That meant “I’m taking the day off from 
work this year and getting my butt down to your store.”…which he did. 
We opened at 8am today (it’s almost midnight and I have been here 
since 5:30…had to check it was still Saturday). We started giving away 
free coffee and muffins a little before 7am. The weather was incredible 
and clear with the last two days getting up to 77 degrees and those who 
had to wait in line were happy about that. The line extended 3 city 

blocks when we opened at 8am. We made 1000 gift bags and gave everyone away by early 
evening.   We do a single file line through the store every year and everyone has to walk by all 
the releases. Due to the extensive amount of RSD approved and non-RSD approved titles, I think 
we reached having 550 titles….we ordered it all. Some distributors and labels did a better job 
than others in coming up with compelling product and those showed in the sales. WEA had 7 
Side By Side Singles in our top 20  seven inches….every one they made. Music fans love these 
and the the creative colors that go into the vinyl. The runaway top seller was the Run The Jewels 
picture disc…yes, I should have ordered more than 70.   We had 2 instore performances. Dawes 
at 6PM and Dead Moon at 8PM. We probably harmed our business with both  having large 
attendances on both. We have stayed away from live music before 8pm the past 3 years but 
when you get the opportunity to have a band like the Dawes call you and want to play your store 
on RSD, after playing here several times on the way up, I just have to do it. Dawes new album 
comes in June so we made a a very cool poster that you could get if you pre-bought the CD or 
vinyl….don’t have an exact total but we sold at least 40 of those, some catalog as well as 22 
copies of a new $2 single we were able to get in advance.  Dead Moon are local punk legends 
and Voodoo Doughnuts put out “Live At Satyricon” this Tuesday. We sold 39 of those. Each 
instore had about 150 at them.  Drum roll please….we were down 7.5%. Part can attribute that to 
the long single file lines to get in. Everyone here loved the organization of it but not necessarily 
the time it took. We heard from a number of customers who came but did not come into the store 
because they saw long lines. The lines were there till 5pm where last year they were over by 
noon. We already have a solution for next year.   We can attribute some up it to the instore 
performance but I’m in this business because of the music and make decisions like this on the 
passion of music. I would never have turned a Dawes instore down or eliminated doing a Dead 
Moon instore, something that is a rare occasion. As the band wrote on my album..”Oh NO! It’s 
Another Terry Gig!” Yes, I like my Terry Gigs.  Maybe it was the title mix but I’m not going to put 
any blame there….we were still WAY up by double digits over 2013 RSD. The truth be told, we 
had such a massive increase in 2014 over 2013, it was going to be hard to hit those numbers 
again. 2014 was a record year, a record increase, something for the record books and a goal to 
try and beat again some year.  Thanks to all of you for all the releases, the swag and bags, 
posters….and even the koozies! We made a lot of people happy. I will reach out to a few 
companies to suggest better titles but thanks to those of you that get this…making things that a 
vinyl fan wants. Adios and Thanks! – Terry // Music Millennium 
 
 

So many customers left with a smile. – Pure Pop 
 
 
 
Overall, another great year. Would have loved to have seen bigger runs 
on a few of the marquee artists/bands.  – Park Ave CD 
 



 
We celebrated our 8th annual Record Store Day on Saturday April 18th. A 

line over 300 people deep at Rhino & 150+ at The Mad Platter greeted 
us when we opened at 9am.  The first 3+ hours were an endless line 
with customers snapping up Record Store Day titles.  We had goodie 

bags as diverse as our customers, each with a 7” single from one of the 
used collections we have purchased as well as T-shirts, 7” singles, 8-

tracks and swag of all types for the first 500 customers.  A customer who 
found an Everly Borthers 8 track in her bag was more excited about that 
than any of the RSD releases, who knew?  As we got into the lunch hour 

and there was some elbow room at the stores, customers shopped the 
entirety of our shops.  Dengue Fever took the stage at 3pm at Rhino, delivering a perfect 

soundtrack to the day with their songs that span a multitude of genres without sounding watered 
down or unfocused.  An excellent, celebratory performance that had folks from all walks & ages 

grooving in the aisles.  The instore wa set up months ago by the fine folks at RED & Tuk Tuk 
records, who like us, plan for this day months ahead of the fact.  We had help in the house the 

day of the event from some of our favorite reps from WEA, Sony & UNI  as well as radio stations 
on hand at each store (KSPC in Claremont & X1039 in Riverside).  As the day grew into night, 

both stores screened “Records Collection Dust”, a new documentary featuring notables 
discussing their record collecting habits (including Jello Biafra, who stopped into Rhino to pick up 

some records just before the film screened).  The entirety of the execution of RSD went nearly 
flawless, a testament to how well this growing machine runs.  Sales matched our best ever one 

day total (which was last year’s RSD).  The only critique is the small pressing of the Foo Fighters 
piece (Dave Grohl was the RSD ambassador) and our store was not alone in getting cut by 75% 
on our order of their RSD live 10”.  Yes, folks wanted more Brand New & other pieces, but these 

pressings were more in line with the fan base of the acts.  Record Store Day has made a 
difference to our customers & to our stores.  A lot has happened in the last 8 years, the incredible 

growth in vinyl sales can be attributed, in part, to the nicer pieces that have been issued as part 
of RSD over that period of time.  The uniqueness of the day lies more so in the customers and 

the way that every independent store celebrates the day in its own one of a kind way.  We are a 
rag tag collection of independent retailers that have survived through the worst of times, nice to 
see so many of us still standing and continuing to bring color & culture to each of our corners of 

the country. – Dennis Callaci // Rhino/Mad Platter 
 
 

 
It is funny every year, for the past 3 to 4 years……there is a day of the 
year that I hate, yes I am speaking of the third Saturday of April.The 
lead up to that day, the massive ordering and worrying about how the 
hell we are going to pay for this, the anxiety of maybe this is the year 
that it will fall apart, the amount of work it takes to pull a day like this all 
together and making sure everything is here, is set up correctly and the 
staff is ready and rested…….I hate – I hate – I hate………then about 
10am on that third Saturday in April…..the chest pains stop, the smile 
on my face starts to happen and we have made it again…….Why I put 

myself through this, we will never know…….anyways…..Our first in line arrived at around 4:30 in 
the afternoon the day before….and just continued to grow from there…..when we opened @ 7am 
and by then the line was wrapped around the building and down the block…really not sure how 
many people there were…..A LOT !!    ( I arrived at the store at 2:30am get finish off getting set 
up…..stayed until around 4pm….went home to get a little rest, bask at the store @ 11:30pm to 
get the RSD titles on the web site……left again @ 3am and back again Sunday @7am….sat at 
my desk, opened our web store and printed and shipped almost $9000.00 worth of web 
orders…WOW). We made up over 200 gift bags and THANK YOU to all the vendors & suppliers 



that sent us stuff for these gift bags. The gift bags were gone before 10am……..we would allow 
25 people in the store at a time and about every ten minutes would allow another 20 or so 
in……just to keep the people from trampling all over each other…..this worked very well for us, 
many of the customers were after just 5 to 10 different things…..get them in – get them their titles 
and get them rung up and out. At least that happened a few times but the beauty of this day is all 
about vinyl and music in general and these people that stand in line for that long, really want to 
talk music and they do stand around, shop and engage in many conversations with the staff, with 
me and with other music lovers. That alone makes this day so great. Yes, once again there were 
titles that we got allocated on that we could of sold many more copies if we had and some I 
ordered way too many of…..but no one I know has that magic wand to fix this on-going 
problem…….what is going to sell, what is going to be a dud, but we deal with that year round. It 
just seems at a much higher level around RSD. Than you to all the vendors that are involved with 
this day, starting with WEA and their great effort to make sure they have the best tiles available 
for this day….it still shocks me the side by side 7”’s that they do always sell out, no matter who it 
is…great job on these. Yes the title list is getting way out of hand and needs to be reeled in a bit 
but that maybe for another day. And now what everybody is really waiting for…..we opened @ 
7am…….at 10am we were $4890.00 ahead of last year at the same time !!!!....We hit last year’s 
number somewhere around 3 o’clock ….DAMN !!  We were up 26% over 2013 and we were up 
17% over 2014. We always do a 3 day sale at the store on this weekend…..to make it a RSD 
weekend, not just a day…..everything is on discounted except the RSD titles.. Over all, it was 
another amazing day and it really brings back the feeling of the love of what we all do for a living, 
we are all lucky enough to be doing something that involves music…..how great is that !! -- Skip 
Hermens // Skip’s Records and CD World 

 

Here's how we do RSD:  People start lining up early in the morning.  I 
arrive around 8:30 am and start handing  
out numbers to the people in line.  Once people have their numbers they 
are free to go get coffee, breakfast whatever 
as long as they are back by 10 am when we open. At that point we 
serve the customers by their number.  All the RSD product 
is behind the counter on display.  Customers are allowed to buy six 
items, one copy of each.  After they have made their  
purchases they are free to get another number and go around 

again.  We generally exhaust the numbers around 1pm and from that point on the customers are 
served as they come to the counter.  This is how we've been doing it for a few years and 
it seems the most fair and best way to handle the crowd in our small store.   
 
I think you guys do a GREAT job and this is a great event for everyone involved. 
My only complaint is having Crosley as a sponsor. I'm sure they kick down a lot to this event 
and that is great but I'm sorry to say their products are not very good.  We get an unbelievable 
amount of complaints and we don't even sell their stuff! (Excepting the two RSD units) Their 
products are EVERYWHERE so that doesn't follow with the uniqueness of the rest of the RSD 
stuff.  Anyway that's my two cents worth. I really appreciate the great job you are doing! 
Take care, Lou // Lou’s Records 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Finally coming up for air and opening up Schoolkids #2 for the 'morning 
after' in a few and well rested finally. (we did well yesterday too in both 
locations I am sure everyone else had a great day on Sunday). I know 
there is a thread about how everyone did for RSD but I just wanted to 

post our experience. As you know we opened a second store in Durham 
about five weeks ago, so you can imagine the mad scramble to get two 

stores rolling for this. On top of that we had five bands playing at the 
main Raleigh store including a signing from All Time Low, which could 

not have come at a better time for the band's popularity, their record 
debuted at #2 in the Billboard Charts last week (and #1 in the UK) so we 
essentially had the hottest band in the country at our store Sat, nuts. We sold 300 wristbands (w/ 
CD) in advance of RSD and set up the signing booth outside. Girls were showing up at 8am for a 

2pm signing and we were telling them to come back later. By 1pm, we had 300 13-15 year old 
girls lined up completely around the store and what would be approx 2 or 3 blocks down the 

sidewalk and parking lot. We had to break up into 'military' style with my employees to hit certain 
points of the line to tell them to calm down, and not leave the line when the van pulled up and the 

rules of the signing in general. Dysteny and Carrie Colliton both policed the front of the line to 
explain the rules and it was a trip. Dysteny said they all smelled like bath & body works, all had 
their perfectly lined red lipstick and black eye liner, and she was having to remind every single 

one of them to 'breathe' and calm down because you would 'smear your makeup' and she would 
remind them how beautiful they looked in hopes they would just take a moment to breathe and 
not have a panic attack. I was standing at the end of the table next to the band talking to them 

and making sure they all just kept moving. This is with a good solid line still out the door for RSD 
as well of course and store packed with people in the middle of the day. About 1:30 they text me 

that they were on their way (I had an area in the back blocked off for all of the bands) and the 
next band (who were playing at 3pm) started to pull up, which was Dom Flemons of the Carolina 

Chocolate Drops. The line starts to go completely ape-shit, screaming, crying and nuts as they 
think its ATL, He came out of the van (I was greeting him at the back door) laughing like 'what the 

blank is going on here?" I am glad that happened because it gave us a test run on what was 
about to happen. 15 minutes later they pull up and it was insanely loud. We escorted them to the 
tables and tent outside and then proceeded to knock out 300 signatures in less than 40 minutes. 
These guys are pros and have it down, I was extremely impressed. They told us it was the most 

organized and best signing they ever had done. Good news is I had a camera in my hand the 
entire time so I got it all on film and I will go through it later and post if anyone wants to see it. 

As for RSD itself, it could not have been any better. We were up about 15% in Raleigh and 
keeping in mind I now have a store in Durham so a lot of people went to that store as they knew 

the line would be much smaller. There was a store in this space for the last 11 years and they 
also participated in RSD (but mostly sold CDs rest of the year) and I more than doubled what 

they did last year. All in all, with both stores I was up in sales 40% from last year!! and last year 
has been the best sales day in 41 years. wow. compared to the store that had been in my 

location in Durham last year (to try and compare apples to apples) we were up 23%. I never 
imagined I could do this much business in one day. Durham did half of what Raleigh has done 

with five weeks notice and close to no advertising, it was pretty much my 'grand opening' and boy 
was it successful. I did more on RSD in Durham than I have done since I 'officially' opened it the 

first week of March combined. – Stephen Judge // Schoolkids Records 
 

 
 
 
 
RSD 2015 was our biggest day in almost 47 years. We're most proud of 
all the positive feedback from customers of all ages. It's now an 
experience they look forward to every year. – Electric Fetus 
 



It is always so gratifying -- even emotional -- to see the line of people 
waiting to get in my store that morning! Everyone was so happy, the 

weather was perfect, we received a ton of local press as well as spent a 
lot on institutional advertising to promote the day. My staff was totally on 

point- it was like conducting a beautiful symphony! Every time I ask 
myself if there is something I could have or should have done differently 

or better and honestly I don't think so! We give away free coffee and 
custom RSD /RA cookies that morning to the first 100 people or so and 

they are all so appreciative! It is totally the most stressful day (leading up 
to it) of the year and always the most rewarding! Thank you all who help 

make it possible!! – Alayna Alderman // Record Archive 
 
 

RSD just keeps getting better every year. Lots of happy customers, 
employees & owners. Looking forward to RSD 2016! – The Long Ear 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This was the most amazing RSD yet for our store, customers and staff! 
A day filled with warmth, music, camaraderie, stories, new friends and 

old. We loved it!  --  Streetlight Records 
 
 

 
 
Expectations were exceeded across the board, from the number of 
people lining up, to the demographic of the customers (tons more kids, 
thanks to the likes of Echosmith and Melanie Martinez and Twenty-One 
Pilots) to the response to our Lord Huron in-store. – The Record 
Exchange 
 
 

 
 

Record Store Day was a phenomenal success. I couldn’t of dreamed of 
having that many customers in the store at one time or for the entire day. 

We’ve been in business since 1956 (59 years) and last year was the 
busiest day ever and sales we’re up 30% this year. We sold a months’ 

worth of vinyl at 20% off including all RSD titles in one day. WOW!!!! By 
far the biggest title was the White Stripes. Some other outstanding titles 

we’re Metallica, Elvis Presley, the Stooges, Decemberists, Bob Dylan, 
Father John Misty, Foo Fighters, Garbage, Marvin Gaye, Phish, Jimi 

Hendrix, Mumford and Sons, The Used, Frank Zappa and Robert Plant. 
Thank you to everybody at CIMS and RSD for their efforts in making this the best RSD ever. I 

can’t wait to see what’s coming out for RSD 2016. – Kevin LeAnnais // Dearborn Music 
 
 



 
 

For Record Store Day we were up 6.5% making RSD 2015 the biggest 
day in history. The vinyl category was up 13.5% 
For Saturday/Sunday we were up 11.5%  Vinyl was up 15% 
This is significant as we faced disaster at 10am opening on Saturday. 
Lightning struck and knocked out our phones and internet at 9:59am, 
one minute prior to opening making it impossible to process credit 
cards. Service was out for almost 4 hours. This forced customers to set 
down their items to run across the street to the nearest ATM. This likely 
reduced our potential sales by 15%. Not only that, but service was again 
down Sunday for almost 5 hours. 

The line of customers waiting to get in Saturday morning was the largest we have ever seen. The 
line went all the way down the block and around the corner 
We had fun but it sure was stressful not having phones or credit card machines. Our customers 
were awesome understanding the problem. – Mike Fratt // Homer’s 
 
 
 

A very, extremely, entirely good day at the office. RSD 2015 was 
certainly one for the books. It was our most successful Record Store 

Day. It was our most successful day period. We were 35% up from last 
year's record store day. We sold through about 75% of the RSD product 

on RSD.  I attribute this stunning growth to four basic factors: 1)There 
were probably 25% more releases this year and a much higher 

percentage of quality releases.  2) Local radio legend KBCO partnered 
with Twist and Shout to sell the first LP in their famous Studio C series. It 

was a 9 songs worth of great Colorado artists (like The Lumineers, 
String Cheese Incident, Tennis and Nathaniel Rateliff) recorded at 

KBCO's Studio C, and meticulously mastered and mixed by behind-the-scenes wizards David 
Glasser and Andi Torri, with a knockout cover by revered poster artist Lindsey Kuhn, and all 

benefitting The Colorado Music Hall Of Fame (a cause very near and dear to my heart). KBCO 
proved why they are such a national powerhouse. When those guys get behind something it gets 
got behind-but good. I know they were responsible for 10% of the lift in sales and probably more 

in the overall success of the day. 3) Wax Trax, a deservedly famous and beloved store in Denver 
was unable to participate in RSD this year. I suspect this might have added another 10% to our 

lift.  4) The rest of the success of the day has to go to the Twist and Shout customer base and 
employees. I'm pretty sure people out there don't really understand what an enormous 

undertaking this thing has become. For stores, it is four months of planning and preparation and 
a month of intensive, ass-busting to get it done. It is enormous financial limb for stores to go out 
on. Employees are subjected to an extremely intense (but ultimately rewarding) experience. Let 

me give you some perspective. It was equivalent to doing between 12-15 regular days of 
business (including weekends) in a 12 hour period. As for the customers...I bow down to you! 

The first person arrived at 2 PM on Friday. When I got there at 8:00 AM there had to be at least 
300 people, and by the time we opened we were way north of 500 in line. It never stopped. Not 
all day. We had a sweet Damien Rice performance at 3:00 that seemed to draw another 300 or 

so people, but the crowds around the RSD product never stopped until 10PM. For the most part, 
people were awesome. The first guy in line was a regular customer and really wanted The Red 
House Painters box set. We had only one copy, and he got it. There were some obvious Ebay 

flippers, but they are under the same rules as everyone else, and hopefully had much worse luck. 
I believe the overall percentage of customers who put in the time getting what they want is pretty 

good, and hopefully that is one of the reasons this thing gets bigger every year: we work really 
hard to serve our customers, and in return we have earned their patronage. We must figure out 



how to make the purchasing process go faster, and how to take care of customers who came to 
the store not knowing about RSD. The reality is that there is a balance to be struck between the 
stuff being genuinely rare and it being actually accessible to any percentage of those who wait. 

The balance isn't perfect, but one gets the sense that all sides are trying to find the 
middle.  There were many, many strong performers. The usual suspects-Dead, Phish, Stripes 

carried the day as usual, but they were bolstered by a number of other high-number performers, 
and countless mid-sized sellers. Titles of note included; Local Public Radio powerhouse Open 

Air bowed with their first LP compilation, which compiled tracks recorded at the ever-expanding 
indie music fest UMS. This was also a big, big seller and an important emotional component to a 
lot of customers. The Dresden Dolls, Brand New, Wu-Tang Clan, Blitzen Trapper, Miles Davis, J. 
Dilla, Foo Fighters, The Entire Warner Brothers Side by Side 45 series, I mean it's actually easier 

to list what didn't sell. Any significant heritage act sold through. Any serious modern act sold. 
What didn't sell were kind of marginal reissues (unfortunately for us The Flaming Lips may have 

reached saturation point, The Dylan single with NO exclusive material, The Nirvana Tribute) or 
total unknowns. Overall, sell through was really strong. 

SHOUT OUTS: Billy Fields, Alex Brody, KBCO, Red Bull, Sound Select, 
OpenAir, The UMS, Tattered Cover, Frankie Brack 

  
my top ten of record store day 1) Steve Reich Music For 18 Musician 2) Elvis Presley-My 

Happiness 3) Tomorrow-S/T MONO 4) The Doors-Strange Days Mono 5) Sly and The Family 
Stone-Live At The Fillmore 6) Blitzen Trapper-Harvest Live 7) Mark Kozelek-What's Next To the 
Moon 8) Phish-New Years Eve 1995 9) Grateful Dead-Wake Up To Find Out 10) Brian Eno My 

Squelchy Life  
-Paul Epstein // Twist & Shout 

 
 

Wow, everyone here, music fans, staff, artists, reps, etc., all had a blast 
at Waterloo on Saturday, Record Store Day 2015! Great job everyone, 
Congrats to all! 
RSD'15 was the best sales day ever in Waterloo's 33+ year history, 
eclipsing the previous high water mark (RSD"14 - 4/20/14) by 13% in 
sales and 9% in units! This year we opened 2 hrs early at 8AM, which 
our customers really seemed to appreciate. At 3PM, we hosted Austin's 
own David Vincent of Morbid Angel to autograph copies of the bands's 
European only RSD excl. release on blue vinyl. Plus, we had FREE 

beer along with hundreds of fresh new arrival used LPS hitting 
the sales floor then. We also had: FREE coffee & pastries for the first 50 in line at 7AM FREE 
doughnuts for the next 200 FREE ETW giveaways of 2 Crosley turntables, a pair of weekend fest 
passes to Levitation, a pair of Damian Rice tix, a Modest Mouse art print, a Wes Anderson 
autographed Darjeeling Ltd RSD soundtrack, and a Sturgill Simpson autographed poster. FREE 
secret Paul McCartney vinyl and secret Guided By Voices RSD vinyl FREE giveaways of 10 
assorted Ltd. Ed. vinyl test pressings FREE samplers, posters, koozies, caps, buttons, etc 
For the 8th consecutive year, Waterloo partnered in the 'Austin Record Store Day Crawl', where 
showing your RSD receipt from any participating 'RSD Crawl' indie record store earned you a 
discount at every other participating store (10 stores total). The Austin RSD Crawl was advertised 
as always with a full page 4 color ad in the Austin Chronicle that features a map of all the 
participating stores. 
Here's Waterloo's numbers: 
Sales increase over 2014 - 13%, Sales increase over 2013 - 28% 
2015 Sales equaled RSD'14 by 5:15pm 
1st person in line - 5:00pm Fri 
2nd person - 6:00pm Fri 
Folks in line at 7:30am - ~270 
In Line at 8am opening - ~325 



Line (500+ folks) finally all entered store by 9:25am Nixed the cash 
register line inside (w/ 10 registers) by ~9:55am RSD Vinyl sales were up 
20% RSD CD sales were up 22% % Units 'sold through' Sat - 65% % 
Dollars/invested sold by Sat - 68% # sales transactions on RSD - 2003, a 10% 
increase over 2014, plus the average $ ticket was up 2%+ Titles that we 
"SOLD OUT" of on RSD - 164 Titles delayed or never rec'd - 26 (it was only 
12 in 2014!) Titles that didn't sell 1 copy Sat - 63 (we bought at least 1 
of every RSD title)  That's an increase of 28% over 2014's 49 no-sale 
titles, and a 103% over the 31 no sale titles in 2013. 
(The above two trends should be getting better each yr, NOT worse!)   
And last, same as in years past... 
Things to Improve for next yr: 
Much less delays, cancellations, deep allocations & shipping snafus that could possibly be 
avoided. It really sucks for fans to be disappointed on RSD, like a kid NOT getting a present they 
really want, but it's worse, because they're disappointed in their favorite cool indie record store. 
Suggestion: 
RSD orders should occur mid Jan., not mid Feb or even March, so that there's plenty of 
opportunity to build to the IO qty, and there should be a label RSD pledge (similar to the store 
pledge) to make a minimum of 75% of the IO - order 20, you're guaranteed to get 15 
minimum!  This would help on several fronts where RSD is starting to get a bad rap: 1.) higher 
order qtys would drive down manufacturing costs, and therefore the wholesale and list prices, 
2.) higher qtys mean more fans find what they want, plus at a better price, 3) higher qtys mean 
indie stores are selling more music, which is good for everyone,  4.) higher qtys mean supply 
better meets  demand, which discourages eBay flippers, because it reduces their customer count 
and their profit margin. So PLEASE, let's just do it! – John T. Kunz // Waterloo Records 

 
 

 
 

Our day-of RSD sales numbers were down significantly from last year, 
but our attendance was significantly higher. More shoppers with much 
lower per-customer ring totals. Our RSD sales numbers, however, were 
surrounded by a huge week beforehand and two huge days afterwards. 
THis was opposite of last year, where we did huge sales numbers on 
RSD but we were dead in the surrounding weeks. We sold 0 turntables  

on RSD but sold quite a few on the other days. – Indy CD and Vinyl 
 
 

 
 

RSD continues to accelerate, but the vibe going in has changed from 
haters to a lot less inquiries leading into the day. We struggled to get live 
music, largely due to Coachella enforcing their radius clause on a sold-out 
show. I would like to see a committee to look into, and make 
recommendations, some of the anti-RSD sentiments from stores and 
presented in the media - it's our best opportunity to improve. Overall I 
continue to be very happy with RSD, but I'm concerned that there may be a 
tidal shift coming. I heard of several stores that were down, and even more 

that were up, yet still found reasons to complain. – Rand Foster // Fingerprints 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Another successful record store day. No performances -- focused strictly on 
selling product. Porta-potty was a popular addition! – Salzer’s Records  

 
 

 
 
In spite of multi-hour waits to get in the door and 
long lines to pay for their selections, the mood  
was great, people were happy and appreciative, thanking us as much as 
we were thanking them! Note to labels: let's continue the better fill trend - 
cut down on # of titles, please –  Jim Bland // Plan 9  
 
 
 

 
This was our best day ever. After months of planning, postulating and 

scheming, it ran without incident. Our line was fantastic and we built their 
enthusiasm very well. The product left the shelves in minutes. And we 
fulfilled most of what customers asked for yet again. The music was a 

big success and it seems that RSD is now on the tips of everyone's  
tongues. – T-Bones Records and Cafe 

 
 

 
RSD 2015 was great! –Record Theatre 
 
 
 

Best day in our 44 year history. 
 AMAZING! Lines started at 5pm the day 

before. It just keeps getting better and better!!!  
– Karl Groeger, Jr. // Looney Tunes 

 
 

The store opened at 7am with around 400 people waiting in line, the first 
person lined up at 9:30pm the night before. Once the first person was 
ready to cash out the registers didn’t stop until the last person left the 
store around 1am or so!!! The obvious highlight of the day/night was the 
in-store performance by the Sonics with very special guests. The guests 
included Van Conner of the Screaming Trees, Chris Ballew (Caspar 
Babypants) of The Presidents of United States, Eddie Vedder & Mike 
McCready of Pearl Jam, Calvin Johnson of K Records, Rod Moody of 
Swallow, Matt Lukin of Mudhoney, Ben Shepherd of Soundgarden, 

Emily Nokes of Tacocat, Mark Pickerel, and original member Andy Parypa. The band and guests 
performed for over 90 minutes to the packed store, proceeds from the show went to help fund 
KEXP’s “New Home”. Overall the day was a huge success and there were definitely a few 
allocated titles we could have used more of:  Ryan Adams, Neko Case, White Stripes & Foo 
Fighters.  – Matt Vaughn // Easy Street Records 
  

 
 


